on his throne once more, Clement was prepared
to make a bold strike- Henry, who had allowed
all political interests to drop out of his mind in his
anxiety to settle the marriage with Anne, now
saw all Wolsey's work on the Continent fall to
pieces. The Pope was naturally anxious to estab-
lish his new friendship with Charles by every
means possible ; and Henry realised that his best
hope of a favourable settlement in that quarter
was dwindling. Wolsey saw that the restoration
of England's power on the Continent was the one
hope of overawing the Papacy. It might be
achieved with diplomatic skill even at the last
moment, if only Henry could be persuaded to
interfere with the peace that had been signed
between the other two Powers at Gambrai ; and
Wolsey might even now find himself restored to
power and in the King's favour.

Henry, however, had little use for such argu-
ments. His whole mind was absent from the
European stage and concentrated with all its
power upon securing Anne as his wife; and he
would let his Chancellor's work crumble, if only
that end could be achieved- Moreover, what had
he now to gain from Wolsey, who had behaved
so weakly over the question of the annulment,
procrastinating and hesitating between the King
and the Pope ? He might have been useful as a
diplomatist, but he was quite useless over his
master's comforts. So Henry, perhaps as Bluet
out of a sense of guilt and disappointment over